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In June 2005 four US Navy SEALs left their base in Afghanistan for the Pakistani border. Their

mission was to capture or kill a notorious al-Qaeda leader known to be ensconced in a Taliban

stronghold surrounded by a small but heavily armed force. Less than twenty-four hours later, only

one of those Navy SEALs was alive.This is the story of team leader Marcus Luttrell, the sole

survivor of Operation Redwing. Blasted unconscious by a rocket grenade, blown over a cliff, but still

armed and still breathing, Luttrell endured four desperate days fighting the al-Qaeda assassins sent

to kill him, before finding unlikely sanctuary with a Pashtun tribe who risked everything to protect

him from the circling Taliban killers.
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This book was recommended to me by someone I deeply respect. I'm not a military person so I

have no basis of relativity here but suffice it to say I am proud to be an American and have guys

such as this doing what they do best.I read this book in one day. Start to finish. I couldn't put the

thing down. It's that intriguing. You often hear about the SEALs but never really get to hear stories



(or at least I don't) about the operations they go on. Yeah, they're dangerous but that's about all you

get. You hear about their training and how they've gone through hell and back and the need to

prepare but you don't really understand why. Maybe that's just me being a naive civilian (I'm sure

other military folks understand firsthand) but I can tell you, reading this book gave me a much

different perspective on what an "operation" is.Again, I'm not a military buff. I've thought the military

is absolutely something we need but this book isn't about rah-rah-rah go America, it's about the

journey of one man - Marcus Luttrell - from his pre-training days, through the BUD/S training, then

right on into Operation Redwing which brought him and his team into one of the most fierce battles

I've ever read or heard about.This story makes you want to cheer and cry at the same time. I turned

the last page and was awestruck. Proud to be part of a country where Service, Loyalty, Honesty and

Integrity still mean something and that we have a duty to thank and remember our military service

members.Coming face-to-face with Taliban and having to survive - sometimes with a bit of luck

(maybe this is a higher power watching down, who knows) - six days in the backcountry, seeing

your team members KIA, I can't even imagine it.

Marcus Luttrell would like you to know three things:1. He reveres the men who fought with him and

died next to him in Afghanistan and would like their story known and remembered.2. He believes

that the Rules of Engagement that apply to US soldiers don't reflect the realities of war and

ultimately cost his friends their lives.3. He does not approve of the people in government that he

believes are responsible for those rules and would like to see them discredited and removed from

power.Those points could have been driven home quite effectively in this book. Luttrell has an

amazingly powerful story to tell and the narrative offers perfect opportunities to make each point in

an unforgettable manner. However, Luttrell lets his emotions convince him to make the points out of

order. I can't blame him; he's seen, heard and experienced too much and has come by his deep

anguish and anger quite honestly. He can't wait for the right opportunity to make point #3 and

hammers it home in the first two chapters of the book, without context and without varnish. The

impact of the whole book is lessened by that decision.Even an open-minded reader will be taken

aback by Luttrell's attack on Liberals and the US military's Rules of Engagement without the benefit

of knowing the source of his vitriolic anger. I suspect he loses a lot of readers before he can tell the

story that would explain it all so vividly. That's too bad, because a lot of people would gain a new

perspective on the points he's trying to make if they read about what he experienced in

Afghanistan.I really recommend that you read this book, pushing through the anger and

pain-induced hatred and bigotry that is on display in the first couple of chapters.
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